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The following taken from the “Gospel Visitant” is one, 
of six letters written by an English author, to WiLL1amM 
WriLBERFORCE, a member of Parliament, on the*doctrine 
of HEREDITARY DEPRAVITY. ’ 


TO MR. WILBERFORCE. 
LETTER V. 


Sir.—The other branch of your dectrine relaies'to the 
punishments to which the hereditary sinner is exposed. 
These as represented in creeds and confessions, consist in 
miseries which it is not in the power of imagination to ex- 
eced. ° They state that “ the offspring of Adam have, by 
his fall, lost communion with God, are under his wrath and 
curse, and so made liable to all the miseries of this life, to 
death itself, and to the pains of hell forever.” ‘The only 
mitigation of this dreadful sentence is, “God having out of 
his mere good pleasure from all eternity elected some to 
everlasting life, did enter into a covenant of grace to deliv- 
er them out of the estate of sin and misery, and bring them 
into an estate of salvation through a Redeemer.” 


The objections against the tenet of hereditary sin were 
simply, that it is unscriptural, irrational, and, physically 
and metaphysically considered, impossible, as well as in- 
consistent with other doctrines held to be of equal impor- 
tance. The charges against this part of the system are of 
a more serious nature. It contains sentiments which 
impeach the Divine character, and are totally the reverse 
of the idegs it is our duty to cherish of the Great Univer- 
sal Parent. 


This sentence of condemnation consists of three parts, 
being made “ liable to all the miseries of this life ; todeath 
itself ;—~and to the pains for evar.” ' 

To ascribe all the mi of this life to the fall of Ad- 
am is merely hypothetical. It far exceeds the scripture 
account, nor is it warranted by facts. Many evils mani- 
festly arise from the original constitution of animated na- 
tures. Many evils are suffered by the brute creation, 
Whose natures could not partake of any hereditary change 
from the fallof Adam. The sensitive powers which are 
the sources of pleasure may in some circumstances become 
the occasions of pain: and that susceptibility of impres- 
sions from surrounding causes, which is productive of 
health and vigour, may occasionally render our natures 
subject to diseases, as it finally induces the torpor of death. 
Many evils are superadded to the human species from the 
superiority of our make: from the extreme delicacy of 
our feelings ; from the nature and extent of our connec- 
tions with every thing around us: from the infinite variety 
of our pursuits, and the number of our enjoyments. Ani- 
mals suffer little more than bodily pain for the instant. The 
majority of them have, in appearance, very imperfect rec- 
ollection of the past, and no dread of the future, Their 
pursuits commence and cease with animal gratifications. 
The objects which attract our attention are not to be calcu- 
lated, and every object may prove a source of disappoint- 
ment. Our sorrows arise from the recollection of past 
comforts; they are the funeral eulogy of departed joys. 
Framed and situa’ -d as we are, various discomfitures must 
present themselves, from the very constitution of things, 
without their being eviis entailed upon us by the crime of 
our progenitors. It will appear obvious to every one who 
attentively studies, free from the bias of system, the nature 
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of man, his powers, his connexions, his passions and afec. 
tions, that we are as orignally intended; and that the 
shock of a single transgression could no more introduce 
such various and wonderful combinations, than the s!ock 
of an earthquake could newly organize the whole creation, 


It is the immutable law of.animal natures, that all 
which are born igto this world shall suffer the dissolution 
of their frames. From this law the human species eupe- 
rior asst may be im its fuculties, is not exempt. Yet the 
humzn species are expectants of a higher state, when their 
natures shall be rendered capable of enjoying permanent 
existence and more exulted happiness than its present frail- 
ties will permit. Were they destitute of this expectation, 
as they cannot claim an exclusive right to immomiality, 
there could be no injustice in their bemg involved in the 
common ruin ; with it, they are rendered the peculiar mon- 
uments of divine beniguity, notwithstanding this tempora- 
ry dishonor. Mortality being our destined lot, where is 
the injury in rendering our grand progenitor the parent of 
this mortal race? or the impropriety of coustituting his 
disobedience to the divine command, the medium of its 
introduction? Since it inculcates this important lesson, 
that disobedience disqualifies for the enjoyment of perma- 
nent existence? Sin entered into the world through the 
first man, as he was the first sinner ; but as there is not the 
mostMdistant reason to. expect that his offspring would have 
been created with more perfect disposition» and stronger 
powers than he enjoyed, each like him, would doubtless 
have yielded to his own temptation: and the divine law 
béing in force, that the wages of sin shall be death, theve 
wages would have been universally the awards of our 
personal transgressions. This statement must not only ap- 
pear consonent with every cttribute of Deity, but to every 
ene who believes in primitive and rational Christianity i:,- 
dicative of the divine benignity. He will, ia thai system, 
discover, that indemnification is promised to the virtuous 
part of our race, through the instrumentality of oue who 
is termed the Second Adam, and whose perfection of chur- 
acter entitles him to the high henour of being the Saviour 
of mankind ; for we are taught, that “as in Adam all died, 
so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 


According to this constitution of things, should it not 
perfectly quadrate with prior ideas or expectations, no in- 
justice in the conduct of Deity toward his creatures can Le 
discovered, or suspected. Ample provision is made for 
the reparation of temporary injuries ; and though we may 
not completely trace the whole plan of Provideuce, we 
ean trace marks of wisdom and benilicence through the 
mists of obscurity which still remain. But to believe that 
the human race is rendered liable to the permanent. inex- 
tinguishable wrath of God, and to the pains of hell for ey- 
er, on account of the transgression of their forefather, or 
in consequence of any taint they have been necessiteted io 
receive from him, is an extravagance that has never been 
equalled. 


It has been asserted, and J think indisputably proved, 
that the doctrine of hereditary depravity has no countenance 
from scripture, and that every text urged in support of 
that idea demands a different sigi*ication. We must now 
remark, that the elernal punishment of hereditary sin is 
likewise a phaniom of the brain, a mere dream, and no 
revelation. 


It must be remarked, that the doctrine of our being lia- 
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ble to eternal misery on account of orig*nal sin, has not so 
much as dubious phraseology, or the sound of a single text 
to support it. Most of the errors of systematic divines, 
whether of the Romish or Calvinistic church, proceed 
from their not possessing any elue to direct them through 
the diversities and apparent contrarieties of scripture lan-' 
guage. ‘The particular style of each author, the nature 
of the subject, the state and circumstances of the persons: 
addressed, &c. have been occasions of varied phraseology, 
and this has been made to countenance every religious hy- 
pothesis which the caprice of man has imagined, from the 
extravagancies of ‘Transubstanciation on the one hand, to 
those of Antinomianism onthe other. In fact almost every 
absurdity which has disgraced theology has arisen from 
literal interpretations being given to passages in holy writ, 
where the first principles of reason and the essential doc- 
trines of christianity demand a figurative metaphorical 
sense. But on the present question, the opposite conduct 
has been pursued. The doetrine appears so enchanting, 
that language has been strained and distorted, in order to 
give it countenance! The only sentence denounced 
against disobedience, recorded in scripture history, is, “in 
the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die ;” 
the only apprehension expresse* by Eve, when tempted by 
the serpent, was, “if she ate of the tree, or touched it she 
should surely die.” After the deed was committed, the 
Lord God, allotting the punishment to each offender, pas- 
sed the following verdict alone : he said unto the woman, 


“] will greatly multiply thy sorrow, and thy conception ; 


in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children, and thy desire 
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.”—And 
unto Adam he said, “Because thou hast hearkened to the 
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it ; cursed 
is the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it 
all the days of thy life ; thorns also and thistles shall it 
bring forth to thee : and thou shalt eat the herb of the field. 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, fill thou re- 
turn unto the ground : for out of it wast thou taken; for 
dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return.” 


What a predilection for the diffusion of misery must that 
mind have possessed ; what barbarous ideas, worse than 
Gothic, which dared first to interpret threats like these te 
our being made liable to the pains of hell forever, on ac- 
count of the first transgression! What reason can be giv- 
en for this unusual deviation from the literal sense of 
terms? By what rule of interpretation can it be proved, 
that the death denounced in this sentence should signify 
eternal existence, and an eternal existence in misery ? The 
error and absurdity of this interpretation is happily de- 
monstrated by an authority you will not dispute. St. Paul 
referring to this transgression of our first parents, says, “for 
as in Adam all die,even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.” The contrast, according to just rulés of interpre- 
tation, must either relate to the privation of life by one 
event, and the restoration to life by ‘another; or it must 
ran thus, ‘foras in Adam all were made eternally miserable, 
so in Christ shall all be made eternally happy.” A con- 
trast which contradicts itself ; for those’ who are pre-or- 
dained to be eternally wretched, can never be eternally 
happy. 


Neither is there a single passage in any other part of sa- 
ered writ, in which eternal misery is saidto be the pun- 
ishment allotted to the offspring of Adam, on account of 
Adam’s transgression, or that can encourge the most eccen- 
tric imagination to draw the inference. 


We shall, therefore, with a freedom similar to that in- 


dulged respecting the %rmer article, examine whether the 
doctrine of the eternal misery of Adam’s offspring, on ac- 


count of his transgression, be consistent with those attri- 


butes we all profess to ascribe to the Deity, whom we 
unite to pronounce infinitely powerful, wise, just, and good; 


But this freedom shrill not prevént our proceeding with 


due caution in the eXamination of a question upon which 
our characters may be said in some measure to depend; . 
concerning which, if the doctrine be true, the botdness of 
the attack mustappear rash and reprehensible ; if false, 
every one will deem it to be impious. Let it therefore be 
previously noticed, that every argament deniands a periect- 
agreement of the disputents concerning the signification of 
the terms used, anda'mutual conviction of their aptitude 
to the subject. You will doubtless acquiesce in the defini- 
tion, that power is an energy capable of producing certain 
effects; and the power of an intelligent being is the ability 
of operating some désigned'effect. By ‘wisdom is under- 
stood the-perception and application of means adapted to 
certain ends. It implies a knowledge of the relation in 
which things stand to each other, and the direction of this 
knowledge to some suitable purpose. By justice is meant 
the disposition te render to others what is their due. It 
consists in not inflicting punishment beyond their deserts; 
and im not depriving them of the good to which they have 
an undoubted claim. By goodness the disposition which 
consults and promotes the welfare ef others to the utmost 
extent of power. 


Itisalso presumed that ‘these terms have ‘exactly the 
same import when applied to the character of Deity, as in 
their application to the characters of men: that ‘the dif. 
ference is in degrée only, notin nature. Without this con- 
cession there can be no argumentation coricerriing ‘thie ‘at- 
tributes of ‘Deity. We shall neither understand each oth- 
er nor ourselves ; but shall rush into a chaos of incertitude, 
where nothing can be tiiaintained or denied, proved or 
confuted. 


These observations ‘will, it is hoped, stike you, Sir, with 
all the force of self-evident propositions : ‘but they have 
not been uniformly admitted by advocates for the’ religious 
sentiments you have'espoused. Some have imagined that 
there is one code of moral conduct for God, and anothér 
for man’: that whatever the Divine Being ordains or ‘ef- 
fects, must be right and ‘good, merely ‘because ‘he js ‘the 


‘agent: that his sovereignty renders him superior to every 


other rule but that of his own pleasure. Sentimétits ‘like 
these, which subjugate every principle to the right of ‘the 
strongest, and would render Satan himself wise, just, and 
good, could he but usurp the ne of the Almighty. 

Let us now apply these pri es'to the history of ori- 
ginal sin, and inquire how they will accord. The doc- 
trine stands thus, 

It was the primary design of the Almighty, all infinitely 
wise, just, and good God, to'createa race’ of ‘beings m or- 
der to confer upon them perfection of character, and ren- 
der them eternally happy. Unfortunately Satan, an evil 
spirit, of extraordinary powers, and ‘astonishing subtlety ; 
—but yet a creature of God, and ‘as ‘such not above the 
control of liis Maker,—Satan, by a single stratagem sub- 
verted the whole plan. It was not by procuring the anni- 
hilation of this new world, with its imlabitants, that he de- 
stroyed those complacential prospects ‘of bliss enjoyed ‘by 
the divine mind, but he ‘involved ‘an ‘infinite majority of 
its rational inhabitants in endless misery. The infernal 
scheme Was accomplished by seducing our first parents ‘to 
transgress the divine command, while their ‘whole proge- 
ny was in their loins ; and the seduction introduced at once, 
such a total depravity into human natdre,'as to render the 
whole progeny of Adam deserving “of eternal damnation, 
even before they committed any actual transgression. This 
sin of Adam incensed the Deityagaimst the whole human 
race, and now he determines to make the beings, who were 
originally designed to be partakers of his munificence, the 
dreadful monutiients of his‘wrath. The intended objects 
of his loving kindness, ate now the objects of ‘his ‘vindict- 
ive justice, for crimes of which they ‘were totally ‘ignorant. 
The infinite mercy of Deity, however, ‘induced him to 
make a few exceptions, and ‘to elect some from this im- 
mense mass of misery toevérlasting life ; out of his mere 
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good pleasure, without any superior degree of innocence 
on their parts, or the possession of a single good quality to 
recommend them to this pepuliar mark of divine favour. 

Surely, to every person free from prejudice will the 
abave statement, which defies the charge of exaggeration, 
appear as a confutation of the doctrine. But such is the 
force of early education, or of predilection for a particular 
system ; andso great isthe awe with whieh some minds 
are struck, when disposed, or as they term it, tempied to 
doubt of tenets, they have been taught to regard as sacred, 
that the greatest absurdities lie concealed from the eye, if 
they put ona religious garb; and the same understand- 
ings which despise common extravagances, will bend the 
knee to those contained in their theological creeds ! 

(To be continued.) 











COMMUNICATIONS. 





FOR THE INQUIRER 
wo THE Rev. THOMAS MASON, NorruFiE.p, (Ms.) 


Dear Sir,—How long is your manuscript pamphlet, in 
answer to my queries on the subject of your preaching at 
Bernardston, to be kept in circulation among the peo- 

le before | am permitted tosee it? How long am I to 
ose the sound of victory, proclaimed on your behalf, be- 
fore I shall be indulged with even the sight of the weap- 
ons by which it is said { am conquered? Is the Rev. 
“Thomas Mason the magnanimous polemick in divinity who 
says his smart things, unheard by his opponent, and then 
retires beyond reach? That the readers of your pamph- 
let have more politeness and sense than to keep it in circu- 
lation in the manner above described, of their own accord, 
is hardly to be believed ; and it must, therefore, be suppo- 
sed that this course is enjoined upon them by its author. 
If you haye gained a victory Sir, in this way, you may fe- 
jicitate yourself for your extraordinary fortune ; ‘for the 
writer of this letter verily believes that a victory on your 
part, by other, and more open and honorable means, is not 
attainable. Report says that your cogent arguments, as 
exhibited in your pamphlet, consist in the frequent use of 
the terms rascal ! scoundrel ! pettyfoging theologian! and 
it is supposed, that, having dealt out more of these modest 
epithets than any civil man is capable of using, your friends 
ventured to proclaim your triumph.—* Blessed are ye 
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and say all 
manner of evil against you falsely for my sake: rejoice 
and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven ; 
for so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you.” Wherefore did they persecute these prophets? Ans. 
Because they told the truth. And what was that truth? 
Ans. That all things would finally be restored.—See Acts 
3,20, 21. Thus those who have spoken of the restitution 
of all things, by the word of God, have always been per- 
secuted. Therefore, because the Rev. Thomas Mason is 
asked a few questions, intended to bring his mind to see 
that he is in an error in preaching against the restitution of 
all things, he comes aut, in the fulness of. wrath, and calls 
the querist by every opprobrious epithet. “ Verily I say 
unto you they have their reward.” “He that exalteth 
himself shall be abased; but he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted.” “Thou hypocrite! first cast the beam 
cut of thine own eye, and then sbalt thou see clearly to 
tast the mote out. of thy brother’s eye.” Suppose the Rey. 
‘Thomas Mason should be able to prove, that, at the closing 
scene, when the state of mankind shall be fixed for eterni- 
ty, “He that is unjust will be unjust still, and he that is fil- 
thy will be filthy still,” what a pretty creature will he be 
who now calls his brother urascal ! a scoundrel ! a petty- 
foging theologian ! without provocation! What an amia- 
ble companion, in immortality, would bé a clerical defa- 
mer, filled with wrath.—If it were for no othcr reason, one 
would hope Mr. Mason’s opinion, that, in eternity, “ He 
thatis unjust and filthy” wil! so remein, might not prove 


true, than that his violent and malevolent temper might be 
eradicated. ‘To prove Mr. Mason’s opinion to be errone- 
ous, and that he, as well as all other sinners, will finally be 
changed to holy immortal beings, would certainly be noth- 
ing to his disadvantage, and therefore he ought to consider 
the man who will do this, or even attempt to do it, as his 
best friend, instead of being a rascal and scoundrel. It i 
said Mr. Mason has attempted to make the writer of the 
questions concerning his preaching appear te disadvantage, 
as a writer, for calling the meeting to which those ques- 
tions referred, “the meeting of one who is called a liberal 
preacher.” It is said Mr. Meson cannot comprehend how 
one could have a meeting alone. This must be a great 
question, truly, for a Rev. gentleman to make the subject 
of discussion ; but, lest he should find occasion to spend 
more labor upon it, will inform him how he, the Rev. 
Thomas Mason, can have a meeting without the assistance 
of any other person. This may be in several ways,—1st. 
If Mr. Mason should afford the writer of this, an opportu- 
nity to see his pamphlet, aud this writer should prove the 
said pamphlet to be destitute of solid argument and truth, 
then, and in that case, Mr. Mason may have a Meeting— 
with defeat and disgrace.—2d. If Mr. Mason should find, 
eventually, that the writer of this is not a rascal,a scoun- 
drel, or pettyfoging theologian, in the public opinion ; but, 
on the contrary, 1s altogether as virtuous, exemplary, and 
useful as his accuser, why then, in that case, Mr. Muson 
may have a Meeting—with chagrin, and possibly, with con- 
tempt. 


In either of the ways above named the Rev. Thomas 
Mason may have a Meeting of his own, without the assist- 
ance of any other person ; and, if he entertains any doubts 
upon this point, he is invited to bring it to the test of ex- 
periment by publishing his pamphlet. 

JOHN BROOKS. 

Beraardston, April 4, 1823. 


— 
FOR THE INQUIRER: 
CONSISTENCY. 


It is the language of scripture, and I think of all denom. 
inations of Christians, that we ought to be holy, pure, just, 
merciful and perfect as God is, not simply that we may 
thereby comply with his commandments, but that we may 
increase our own happiness and that of others ; that we 
may be in spirit and conduct the children of our Father 
in Heaven. Yet, although all classes of Christians consid- 
er God the model of perfection, which all his creatures 
should strive toapproach in every deed, they ascribe to 
him certain actions which they will never permit men to 
imitate. One would naturally suppose there could be no 
danger in endeavoring to resemble the best of beings in ali 
his imitable perfections, and that if we did not strive to as- 
similate our characters to his, we must consequently be 
growing worse, and more unhappy. But these people 
virtually affirm that that is equity with God, which is in- 
iquity with man, and that man must do that which is wrong 
in his sight, for the purpose of doing what is right im the 
sight of God: How they are authorized to make such 
statements, or to be wise above what is written, I preteni 
not to determine, but proceed to examine the consistency 
of their opinions With the scriptures and themselves. Iio- 
liness, when applied to God, imports a total ineapacity to 
do wrong, and a ruling disposition to do right in ali times, 
in all placés and in all circumstances. All must grant thdt 
this is a just definition, or allow that the revelation of God 
is unintelligible. If the natural ideas of goodness, stamp- 
ed on the heart of man and uniformly and sincerely appro- 
ved by conscience, are not synonymous with the holiness of 
revelation. God seems to have contradicted himself, and to 
have left us without a guide ; for “what can we reason, but 
from what weknow ?” If then the language of scripture, 
and the language of reason and the feelings of our hearts 
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system declares, it will be impossible for us to follow both 
at any time, or to violate our understanding with pleasure. 
If we are not rightly united inthis matter by the light of 
reason, we are as incapable of resembling God in holiness 
and perfectioa, as the dial is of indicating the hour of the 
night. The apostle repeatedly assures us not only of the 
propriety, but of the necessity of employing our reason 
for ascersuining the true nature of things, and the ancient 
prophets used it.for determining the nature and attributes 
of God, and for showing that they are totally unlike the 
merciless dispositions of their nation’s idols, The scrip- 
tures in no place assert that we must renounce those nat- 
ural sentiments which our hearts have cherished with 
unreserve aid pleasure, and adopt thase which are repug- 
nant to reason, and abhorrent to the charity of the heart, 
for the purpose of resembling the God of reason and love. 
In truth, it would seem that Isaiah had our opponents in 
view when he said, woe unto them that call evil good, and 
good evil; that put darkness for light, andlight for dark- 
ness ; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter; al- 
though christians may be unreasonable enough to say that 
we ought to do that which our human reason declares to 
be wrong, for the purpose of pleasing God by doing right, 
yet they are never willing that this should become the com- 
mon principle of action, for they are sensible that their 
condition in this case would be truly wretched. Were all 
men fully convinced that what is holiness with God is un- 
holiness ow earth, and that m order to possess the character 
of God, we must act in opposition to all our views of truth, 
our world woald be converted into one vast aceldama, one 
tomb of blood aad embers. It isence appears that what 
is holiness with God is holiness with man, and that an at- 
tempt to prove the contrary is a perversion of reason, and 
black ingratitude to him who bestows it. If we reason 
bui to err, the possession of a faculty, which has been con- 
sidered the glory of man, and the broad distinction between 
him and brutes, is no blessing, but he who has the smallest 
portion is in the least danger of going wrong, and he who 
has none, is entirely free from danger. But it is an im- 
peachment of God to say that he has given reason in vain, 
or with a design that it might always lead us out of the 
way in which we should walk. If the powers of our 
minds are so completely depraved that we canaot deter- 
mine what.is right, how are we criminal in the sight of God, 
or why should Jesus say, and why even of yourselves judge 
ye not “hat is right?) The similitudes of scripture go to 
show that our conceptions of things are just, for Moses and 
the prophets, Christ and his Apostles take the same em- 
blems of philanthropy, impartiality and merey which are 
employed for the exhibition of similar feelings by the an- 
cient teachers and philosophers. Were not this*the fact, 
some doubtfulness might obscure the subjeci, but as Jesus 
and Socrates impressed their instructions by.similes of like 
objects, it appears certain that reason is not so vitiated that 
it cannot perceive the truth, or make accurate conclusions, 
Nothing in ancient times was thought more emblematic of 
tenderness and affection, than maternal love ; this is acon- 
spicuous and impressive illustration of the Bible. But 
how was it possible for any writer or speaker to appeal to 
this feeling for the elucidation of his subject,, if it did not 
exist, or if it existed insucha staie of depravement, that 
it was no true representation of the love of God te men. 
The paternal compassion shown by, the father of the re- 
turaing prodigal is. perfectly apprehensible, but if it be not 
anemblem of God’s changeless regard to his creatures, the 
parable seems destitute of instruction. We have been told 
that in the future world we shall experience no pain in be- 
holding ourdearest friends in the lake of fire ‘and brim- 
stone, weepiny and. wailing, and gnashing their teeth in ag- 
ouy, because we shall possess the feelings of God, and be 
acquiescent in the administration of his government, 
Reason and, Seripture amply refute this opinion, not sim- 
ply by proving that it is contrary to the nature of God 
for him , tovbe satisfied with the endless misery of his chil- 
dren, but by showing that Jesus entertained’ affection in 


his resurrection state for those whom he loved and pitied 
before his crucifixion. It appears evident from all these 
considerations that, although w* cannot find out the Ai- 
mighty unto perfection, we can learn correctly the nature 
of that holiness we are called to imitate, from reason, scrip- 
ture, experience and the history of all ages. For if the 
language of revelation require a different system of exege- 
ris from other ancient writing, had the two testaments ney- 
er been translated into English, the inhabitants of these 
United States would have been as much blessed and en- 
lightened as they now are; in either case the volume 
would be unintelligible. God says to all nations, to whom 
the scriptures have come, be ye holy, forlam holy; now, 
on the supposition that some hidden meaning is contained 
in the sentence, what can they understand, how can they 
vbey, or who can interpret? If we are commanded to do 
ought for our good, or forthe benefit of others, when we 
are unable to understand the injunction, we can only com- 
ply with it by aecident, and then there 1s no obedience of 
heart. If the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall 
prepare himself for the battle? So if revelation, in dis- 
closing the duty and destiny of man, be ef doubtful mean- 
ing, who will know what to do or expect? Scripture is 
of no private interpretation, nor has God spoken to us in 
a dark place of the earth, as did the pagan oracles ; but he 
has so clearly expressed his will, that he that runs may 
read, and he that reads may run on his way rejoicing in the 
love and service of God, 
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To THE EnpiTrors oF THE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY, 


Gentlemen.—As a preacher of the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation, which I believe to be the doctrine of the gospel, 
I considered it my indispensable duty to call your atten- 
tion to an original article published by you in the ‘Secreta- 
ry’ of the 15th of Feb. and to request you to name the 
young man converted from Universalism ; and also, the 
Universalist preacher to whom he expressed his doubts, 
and from whom he received the. singular answer: “that 
he and all others, who believe in Universalism, had the 
same fears, but endeavored to banish them.” 


To this request you have paid no attention, You will 
therefore excuse me, for calling upen you a second time to 
furnish the public with the names of the persons alluded to. 
That the young man, might have called himself a Univer- 
salist, or has been so called by others, | have no disposition 
to deubt ; but that he ever was sentimentally, or under- 
standingly a Universalist, is denied, even in his own state- 
ment. He says he could find no argument of weight foun- 
ded on the scriptures in the writings of Ballou, Winches- 
ter and others—and when he turned to the Bible, ceuld 
find nothing there in support of the sentiment. How then 
gentlemen could he be a Universalist? Would yeu call a 
young man a Baptist, because he had lived among them, 
and though he had read their writings on those points pe- 
culiar to the Baptist denomination, yet, freely acknowl- 
edged that he could find no argument fcunded on the scrip- 
tures in favor of their particular tenets? Surely not. Do 
you not read in the divine word, this sentence : “Therefore 
all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the proph- 
ets.” Why then, gentlemen, do you violate this GoLDEN 
RULE. 


Although the name of ihe young man might be dispen- 
sed with, yet the name, of this Universalist preacher, with 
whom he conversed, and who informed him that all Uni- 
versalists had their fears but tried to banish them, ought 
to be known. The young man, may have found such @ 





preacher, but it fs remarkable that after SEVENTEEN years 
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jabor in the ministry, and an acquaintance with a large 
proportion of preachers of Universal Salvation I have not 
been able to find one possessed of these doubts. I have 
attended in the chamber of sickness, and visited the dying, 
yet never discovered this doubting, with those, who con- 
vinced by the law and the prophets, believed in the salva- 
tion of all men.—For myself I frankly, and in sineerity of 
heart declare, I have not the least doubt on the subject, 
and consequently no fears, as respects the ultimate Salva- 
tion of all mankind. 


You must be sensible, gentlemen, that the cause of truth 
and righteousness needs not the aid of falsehood to support 
it; and that the word of truth revealed in the gospel is 
accompanied with all necessary evidence in confirmation 
of its divine origin and reality ; it can, therefore, be sup- 
ported and defended, without the aid of adventitious cir- 
eumstances, or changes that may take place ; consequently 
such stories as related by “PEREGRINUS” can never con- 
vince serious reflecting people of the truth or falsity of any 
particular doctrine ; whatever effect it may have with weak 
and ignorant minds. 


Iam informed, gentlemen, that when you, or any of 
the patrons of the SzereTary, are asked why you do not 
comply with the request by furnishing the names of the 
persons referred to ; the answer is, the “Inquirer” and its 
supporters are not worthy of notice. That Universalists 
are considered by some professors of religion to be unwor- 
thy of notice, is very well known ; and that they are treated 
with contempt, by men professing to be the meek and hum- 
ble followers of the Lamb is also true. But the Univer- 
salist has this to console him: that the divine master 
whom he serves, and whose example he humbly endeav- 
ours to follow, was despised and rejected of men; treated 
with contempt, and the finger of scorn pointed at him; he 
was called the friend of publican and sinners ; and of him 
it was said: “He hatha devil.” Having called the master 
of the house Belzebub,how much mere shall they call those 
of his household. The Universalist walking in the humility 
of his Lord, will patiently endure all these reproaches ; 
and will meekly remind those who treat him with con- 
tempt, of that declaration of the Redeemer: “He that ex- 
alteth himself shall be abased.” 


Although the“Inquirer” may be- considered by you as 
unworthy of netice, yet it isnot so considered by all men. 
‘The paper has an extensive circulation, and we can num- 
ber among its supporters persons of talents, intelligence, 
and high standing in society; and if the patronage which 
a paper receives is any evidence of its worth, the ‘Inquirer’ 
may probably stand on alevel with the ‘Christian Secre- 
tary.’ Itis therefore deserving of some little attention, es- 
pecially, when the reputation of the editors of the Secre- 
tary for truth and veracity is concerned, and public esti- 


mation depending upon the correctness of conduct pursu- 
ed by them. 


You would be unwilling, gentlemen, to have it believed, 
that you would so far forget that love of truth, and regard 
for righteousness which belengs to the character of a min- 
ister of Christ, as knowingly to propagate a falsehoed, for 
the purpose of gaining proselytes, or exciting prejudices 
against another denomination of Christians. When, there- 
fore, the truth of an article published by you as original, 
and written fer your paper, is called in question, are you 
not bound by a due regard for your own characters as min- 
isters of Christ to prove that what is related is true, or at 
least to give the names which are required? You must 
be aware, that every preacher of Universal Salvation 
stands implicated by the declarations of this young man in 
Andover, hence it becomes my duty, not only in justice to 
myself, but in behalf of my brethren in the ministry, and 
the cause of truth, that I should request the names of these 
persons. Suffer-me to assure you gentlemen, that while I 
- claim the right and privilege of enjeying my religious sen- 
timents unmolested by others, J feel no disposition te en- 


croach upon the rights of any man. I am also perfectly 
willing that every man, who conscientiously believes him- 
self called into the gospel ministry, should adopt such 
measures as are consistent with truth and righteousness, in 
propagating his doctrine and repelling errer ; and it is his 
indispensible duty when his religious sentiments are mis- 
represented, and an attempt made to prejudice the mind 
against them by stories that are considered false, to expose 
such endeavors, and to eall upon the authors for proof of 
the stories so circulated. 
Iam gentlemen, 
With due respect and 
Christian affection, yours, 
MCHARD CARRIQUE. 
Per <<. 

We have received a letter from Enfield, requesting an 
explanation of a number passages of scripture, some of 
which have heretofore been explained in the “ Inquirer,” 
particularly, Mark 3d 29th. It will be unnecessary to pub- 
lish the letter, as the wishes of ottr correspondent can be 
complied with, as well withoutit. The principal texts 
are, Mathew 18th 8th, in which the words“ everlasting fire” 
are used—Mat. 19th 29th, where the words “ everlasting 
life” are found, and Mat. 25th 45th,“ and these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment : but the righteous into 
life eternal.” The words “ everlasting fire” and “ everlast- 
ing punishment are, undoubtedly, considered as one thing ; 
and also, “ everlasting life,” and “ life eternal” as refering 
toone event. In each passage the words, everlasting and 
eternal, are from one word in the Greek viz, aioonion; a 
word, which is admitted to be equivocal, or of doubtful 
signification, meaning a long but indefinite period of time. 


A query arises in the mind of our correspondent on the 
use of these words,and he wishes to know, how the right- 
eous can be assured that this state of life or blessedness will 
not have an end, as well, as that of the wicked, since the same 
word is applied te both. If one“aioonion, or everlasting has 
an end, why not the other ? In reply to this, we would ob- 
serve. Where a word of doubtful signification is used, no 
particular or definite idea can be formed from the word 
itself ; in this case, we must look into the nature of the 
thing to which itis applied, and determine the mesning 
from.the nature of the subject. We will, for instance, take 
the subject irre. It is said in John Ist 4th “In him (Christ) 
was life”—* Col 3d 4th * When Christ, our life shai! ap- 
pear” Again John 5th 26th “For as the Father hath lie 
in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in him- 
self.” Thus we discover life to be a property of the divine 
nature and originating in God, the fountain and source of 
life ; hence we are compelled to acknowledge its endless 
existence, whether the adjective “ everlasting” is attached 
toitornot. Can we now take the word “rire,” that fire 
which torments mankind, and trace it to an eternal source ? 
Will it be said that this hell fire,of which we hear so 
much, exists in God? The answer will be no; surely not. 
Is there any other being in the universe, the properties 
of whose nature are ETERNAL ? -T'his will not be pretend- 
ed. It will be unecessary to criticise further on this sub- 
ject, as our friend has furnished us with a text, which so far 
from proving what he intended it for, utterly refutes his 
idea of the endless continuance of this everlastive fire, or 
punishment. The text is Rev. 20th 10th “and the Devil 
that decieved them, was cast into the Jake of fire and brim- 
stone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall 
be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” Our 
friend undoubtedly believes that the everlasting fire in 
Matthew, and the lake of fire in Revelations sre the seme. 
He will therefore be under the necessity of admitting a 
rotation of day and night in eternity: or yielding to the 
true meaning of the text, acknowledge that the torment 
expressed is inflicted in this world ; and therefore, not end- 
less in duration, 


The passage in Mark Sd 29th having been explained in 








the previous namiber of the Inquirer, it will be unnecessa- 
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ry togo overthe ground again, Our correspondent asks a 
question to which it is necessary to reply. He enquires, 
* How can any person be in danger of eiernal damnation 
if there is no suchthing.” We answer, no person can be in 
It will be asked ; Is there no 
such thing as eternal damnation? [f by the phrase, “ eter- 
nal damnation” endless misery is intended: we answer 
without hesitation No, there is ne such thing. But whea 
we use the expression according to its true meaning ; 
“ Age of punishinent, or chastisement,” it is readily admit- 
ted that there was this “ elernal damnation,” or “ age of 
punishment” into which, he that blasphemed against the 


danger of that which is not. 


holy Ghost was in danger of falling. 


Our friend inquires ; “ If there is any evidence that the 
stateof man will be altered after the final resurrection ?” 
St. Paul speaking ofthe resurrection says : 
Cor 15th—We areraised in corruption—raised in glory— 
raised in power raised a spiritual body ; and concludes 
with the deciaration :“ So when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that 
is written, Death is swallowed up ia victory.”——Being thus 
raised there will be no need of any alteration ; for all are 
IMMORTAL and INCORRUPTIBLE : Death is swallowed up 
in victery; and all who have borne the image of the 


Answer, No. 


earthly, now bear the image ofthe heavenly man. 


With respect to the two natures of Christ, all we can} 
say on the subject is; wedo uot read any thing in the Bi- 
ble about Christ possessing two natures, or speaking, some- 
times as man and sometimes as God ; and we do not pro- 


fess to be wise above what is written. 


EXTRACT 


From Fostrmr’s Examrvarion or Da. Srrowe’s Pus- 


LICATION, ENTITLED 
“ THE DOCTRINE OF ETERNAL MISERY, 


RECONCILEABLE WITH THE INFINITE BENEVOLENCE 


‘or Gop.” 
The next passage is, 2 Cor, ii. 15, 16. 


coutradictions, and absurdities. 


Mr. 8. has the same observation over again, that he for- 


merly applied to the antediluvians. 


Page 61. “If they be lost,a savor of death unto deaths 
that is, their rejection of the gospel will inerease their sin 
and misery, and make their eternal wretchedness more 
awful, than it would have been without gospel light.” 
Here is a most shocking representation of the divine char- 
I will try to rescue the divine character from this 


acter. 
false and foul aspersion. 


God knew that some would be eternally miserable 


every crealure. 


event he himself occasioned. 


happened, which God himself.oecasioned, but did not in- 
tend should happen. But .to,oceasion an event, and not 
intend the existence of that event, isabsurd. God, there- 
tore, intended to increase the eternal misery of some men, 
‘by sending the gospel amoung them, ‘Then certainly he 


“ For we are un- 
to God a sweet savor of Christ, in them that are saved, and 
in them that perish: to the one we are the.savor of death 
unto death; and to the other the savor of life unto life,” 
By perishing, Mr.S. doesnot suppose that extinction of 
being is intended; but eternal misery. I-wonder the ab- 
surdity ofsuch a supposition did net strike his mind. Bter-: 
nal death, eternal destruction, and eternal perishing are all 


could haye no view to their personal good, in sending the 
gospel among them. ; 
Now let us see, my kind reader, how all this consists 
with scripture. God said, in Ezek. * As I live, saith the 
Lord, I have ne pleasure in the death of the wicked.”— 
But to send the gospel among them, is to oecasion their ag- 
gravated death. ‘Then God does that which produces an 
effect, in which he hath no pleasure. Which is the same 
thing, as todo that in which he hath no pleasure. Which 
is a shocking absurdity. Again, God says, as the prophet 
represents him, Turn ye turnye ; for why will ye die, O 
house of Israel! At the same time, God knows they will 
die. e intends theirdeath. Yea, he is doing that which 
he intends shall be an aggravation of their eterna] death. 


Now, my reader, if your neighbour not only knew you 
were presently to fall into a labyrinth of misery and wretch- 
edness ; but intended you should; and was continually 
endeavouring to increase your misery and wretchedness ; 
and yet ifthis neighbour should declare to you that he had 
no pleasure in your misery; and urge you to avoid it ; 
would you consider him as your friend? or, rather would 
you not look on him as your falsest, foulest, and most cruel 
enemy ? and ean you consider this as the true and real 
charaeter of your Ged ? It absolutely is his real character, 
if Mr. S.’s hypothesis is true, that the gospel, sent by God, 
makes the eternal wretcheduess of some men more awful. 
How then can we avoid falling into this absurdity and 
blasphemy? The gospel is sent of Godtoall men. And 
it does aggravate their guilt and misery, if any of them re- 
jeetit. And God knowsthey will reject it. The answer 
is easy and simple ; give up the false absurd idea of eter- 
nal misery. Then there is no difficulty in the case. God 
knows that some men will resist the methods of grace, for 
atime; and that this resistance will aggravate their guilt 
and misery. But he knows at the same time, that all this 
is needful for them ; and will prove, in the end, to be a sal- 
utary discipline tothem. That sin and misery are the 
necessary means of producing the greatest good, or the 
highest glory and blessedness of God, and of his holy intel- 
ligent kingdom, we have seen to be false, and replete with 
absurdity and blasphemy. If God send the gospel to 
any person, or people, this is a demonstration that he de- 
signs the virtue and happiness of that person or people. 
Another text Mr. S. produces, is, 2d Cor. v. 10,11. “For 
we mustall appear before the judgment seat of Christ; 
that every one may receive the things done in the body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
Knowing therefore the terrors of the Lord we persuade 
men.” 


i 


“Here,” Mr. 8. observes,“ is a promise of the day of 
judgment, when we must ‘be rewarded according to our 
character and practice in life.” If this observation be just, 
that our future reward of misery, will be according to our 
character and practice in life, it is an argument of great va- 
lidity against eternal misery. By beimg rewarded accor- 
ding to .our character and practice in life, is meant, that we 
shallbe punished, if found to be vicious at the day of judg- 
meat, in exact proportion to our guilt and demerit. Eter- 


3] nity will not admit .of such proportion. Thousands, 
ond that the gospel would be an occasion of increasing the 5 wy 


quentity of that misery. God expressly sent the gospel to 
them, when he commanded that it shouldbe preached'to 
God himself then, hath expressly present- 
ed men with the occasion of increasing their eternal misery. 
Ne either intended to imerease their misery, or he did not. 
Ifhe did not intend to increase their misery, an event hath 
happened which he foresaw, but did not intend, which 
If so then an event hath 


perhaps millions, will be found, in the great day of judg- 
ment, to have died out of this world, after having commit- 
‘ted one single sin, after they had arrived at a state of moral 
agency. These, most certainly, had contracted no habit 
of vice, their natures had not suffered but a very smail 
degree of depravity ;.only what was induced upon them 
by ‘the commission of one single crime. Can an eternal 
state of suffering be considered as justly proportionate to 
}this.one single.crime ? Besides, it is very considerable 
‘this.case,thata happy eternity is lost, So that the reward 
ofone single crime amounts to an eternity of misery, and 
the loss of an eternity.of happimess. .Can.we.respect that 
government as just and righteous, which. inflicts such a pus- 
ishment en one siagle temporary crime? a 
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A GOOD OPPORTUNITY FOR A MISSIONARY. 

Notwithstanding the varietv of nations, and “all sorts and 
gonditions of men,” to whom Missionaries are sent, I think 
ample room is now unoccupied, in which a number of “well 
educated, pious young sen,” who have a diploma of ortho- 
doxy, might engage with great prospect ef sueeess. ‘The 
scriptures abound with encow agements to believe, anid mis- 
sions are established, at much expense to bring unbelievers 
into the fold of believers. But is unbelief the only evil 
which requires a remedy? Surely not. So far from it, 
that we are frequently informed, of the extra danger to 
which those who believe foo much are exposed, over and 
above deists, atheists, and the verriest profligates. ff those 
who thus think and talk are correct, why are not some 
methods employed to bring the out casts into the true fold? 
If the sick need the physician, the more loathsome the dis- 
ease, and the greater the danger, the more is the physician 
required. . 

Let it not be said, that the people spoken of are. incor- 
rigible. Do we nat read of somebody, residing at — 
who had tried to believe too much, and, net being able to 
accomplish it, by returning towards nought, fmally stopped 
atthe right place? Surely, the frequent recantation of 
people without name, or residence, who have recanted what 
they did not believe, is sufficient encouragement for the es- 
tablishment of a special mission, for the benefit of those 
who are thus lead astray. When Mr. Murray first broke 
the ice of Calvinism, and laid the Saybrook Platform in ru- 
ins, the boldness of “the Sons of the Pilgrims” was superi- 
or to that of the degenerate race of the present day. That 
the “damnable doctrine” which he preached is spreading 
rapidly, is a fact too stubborn to be doubted. Let then the 
champions in the opposition no longer content themselves 
with telling how they “could refute the doctrine,” of “Uni- 
versal Charity,” but let them show “their faith by their 
works.” I will engage, for one, to pay my share of the 
expense, when the work is completed. 





- 
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The following article appeared in the Curist1an ‘Suc- 
nEeTary of April 12. 


“ He that watereth shall be watered.” 

“Messrs. Editors,—Not long since, asl was collecting 
tmaoney for the Missionary cause, I founda maa who was 
unwilling tu give, because he supposed being an unconver- 
ted person, he should have no reward. After repreving 
him for such a spirit, I assured him if he would contribute, 
as much as he could conveniently spare, earnestly praying 
for a blessing upon his efforts,and after all, should find no 
reward, either on ‘his family er person, at the close of the 
year, | would repay him the sam with imterest. He ac- 
cepted the proposal. A few days since,L heard the joyful 
news of his conversion, ‘and ‘the eenversion of a:number 
of his family. He has received a thousand fold in this 
life for his benevolence, and is now determined to conse- 
crate the rest of his property tohis Redeemer’s cause. 

T.” 

IF QUERE—If the giving of a few shillings to aid 
Missions, will be the means of producing the conversion of 
the giver, and @ ro portion of his, or her family connex- 
iotis; would it not be the easiest and most expeditious way 
to convert the heathen, to iy this fact before them and 
essure them, that by giving what they had to spare to the 
Missionary, they would be converted within a year—and 
would it not save a great proportion of time, expended in 

is country in begging, as well as the money, Which being 
given by those already converted must be considered as 


‘thrown away 7?) 


* ,* We would advise our Missionary friends to adopt 
this mio@e from pure love for these immortal souls, wha 
are dying and dropping into hell, because they have not the 
opportunity of purchastifg salvation by givipgto the Mis 
diémary fond!!! 


From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 


“Be ye, therefore, merciful, as your Father also ie meres- 
Sul.” —Lauke vi. 36. 


There is not, perhaps, a passage in the holy scriptures, 
more worthy of remark than this. 


It is a popular error in the christian church, that God is 
not merciful, that he is not kind to the sinful children of 
men, that he a God of vengeance, that he is filled with 
wrath towards them ; that men are paturally enemies to 
God, that by nature they are totally depraved, and incapa- 
ble of deing amy good action, or of making themselves 
friends to Ged. H we would give the above passage a 
moment's comsiteration, and then compare it with these 
dectrmes of men, we should perceive that they do not, by 
any means, agree with each other. Supposinz that God 
is filled with wrath and mdignation towards his creatures, 
‘does it _preve the:propriety of this passage? Could our 
Saviour have called upon us to imitate Goil hy being mer- 
‘ciful to each other, when itis eontrary to our nature to be 
merciful ?—If it be unnatural for us to be merefful, how, 
jor with what propriety can we be called upon to do thet 
which we are incapable of doing? Hf God be filled with 
wrath towards mankind, could our Saviour have grven him 
as an example of ‘mercy, ‘for us'tofollow? Does the sup- 
position that God is not merciful agree with the passage 
under consideration, or doés it agree with—* The Lord 
good to all, and his tender.mercies are over all his works ?” 
Now whieh of these doctrines would be thought to make 
men merciful, to make them happy, to make them love 
their neighbors as themselves? ‘Woukl the doctrines of 
men, which teach us that God is wrath, that he is filled 
with wrath and indignation towards mankind accomplish 
the desired end? ho ; they have a contrary tendency 
men would be miserable on account of them ; they would 
be at war with each other; and that by considering that 
God is the enemy of men,they would be actuated by the 
same principle; they would hate their neighbors instead of 
loving them ; why ? because it is.a natural consequence. 
If we tell an individual that God is the enemy ef man; 
that he dees not hear nor accept ‘the prayers and supplica- 
tions‘of his-creitures, what is the effect produeed? or if 
we tell him thet he isnot‘capabile of doing any good action, 
or that God elected before the foundation of the world, ea 
few individuals to be heirs of an immortal and ‘never end- 
ing felicity in another and better world, and reprobated alt 
the rest to‘endless misery, not-en-account of their good or 
bad deeds, but on account of his ‘own decree which nothing 
can move ; what is the natural consequence? Ue will 
hate God’s creatures, he will look on mankind with enmity 
in his breast, as objects of God’s vengeance. Such are the 
effects.produced by the doctrines of men. On the other 
hand, if we throw one glimpse of light on this melancholy 
and dispairing person, and, in the language of scripture, 
say to him that “the Lord is gooito all, and his tender mer- 


jeies are-over all hie works ;” that “Ged.is love,” that“ Ged 


so Joved the world, that be sent his Son into the sworld, net 
to condemn the world, but that the world through hin 
might be saved,” that “he is no respecter of persons, but 
in every nation, he that worketh righteousness, is accepted 
with him,” that “he does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men,”—What would be the consequence? He 
would rejeice with joy unspeakable, and would look up to 
God as his Father and his Friend, and by being told that 
God is merciful and good to all, he would place his whole 
trust and confidence in him, and then he could look around 
upon all mankind as the objeets of his love and compassion. 
This is the only doctrine calculated to make men enjoy 
themselves im this world; this is the only doctrine by 
which men may enjoy the blessings of friends and acquain- 
tances ; this is the only doctrine calculated to support us 
on our journey through this vale of tears; and, in the last 





and solemn hour of death, to bear us up when we are op- 
pressed by infirmities of body and’ mind, that we way be 
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able to sing the triumphant song—*O death ! where is thy 
sting? Ograve! where is thy a ?—The sting of 
death issin ; the streneth of sim is the law: but thanks be 
to God, who giveth us the victory through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” J. F. M. 


Drom the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
Gloucester March 8, 1823. 

Brother Ballon—-A Mrs. Saran Frencnu, wite of Mr. 
Amos French, of your society, who was a native of this 
town, aud was down here at her mothers, for her heaith, 
died here ou the 25th of last month. aged 31 years ef con- 
sumption. Mrs French went to Boston to live when young, 
and heard the doctrine ot Universal Grace and Salvation 
first from Gr. Mitchell, aad after him attended the oiinis- 
tryof Br. Dean. After her marriage, she attended your 
yninistry with her husband. Her sickness was long and 
paintul. Wheul jirs/ saw ler, about three months apo, 
she was 1 the last stage of coasumption, but perfectly sen- 
sible, full of taith,as calm asa morning without clouds, 
without any doubt : without exy fear; and without amur- 
mur—watting for her emancipation and possession of the 
celestial state | Death was no terror to her. Jler frieuds 
and neighbors beheld her with wonder. So she continued 
to the last. So her * Universalism” did to die by, as well 
as live by; veashe felt more than conqueror in death ! 
if vou please, take notice of her exit,in any form you please, 
juthe Universalist Magazine. Your brother in all affec- 
tion. T. JONES. 

ower 
ADE ERTISEMENT. 

‘The Rev. Dr. Spring, on Sunday morning last, publicly 
excommunicated a member of his church for professing 
Universalism: when he made proclamation as follows : 
**We trust there are no members in this church who be- 
lieve this error, but ifthere are, we request them to keep if 
fo themselves, and they can be held imcommunion. But if 
they avow it, we shall be under the painful necessity of 
éxcommunicating them !” 

If you please—Only keep dark ! Believe just what you 
please, and hypocritically pretend to believe as Ido, and 
pay me for preaching ; and | will consider you good Chris- 
tians. This is accommodation with a witness. Dr. S. is 
growing kind and crafty. ‘Take care of the salary friend. 

Gospel Herald. 
eT EES EE EIS SY SIETR 
DIED, 


At Bernardston, (Mass.) on the 50th ult. after a very 
distressing sickness of above four years duration; Mrs. 
Nancy, wife of the Rev. Jonn Brooks, uged 41 years. 
The deceased was greatly beloved and respected for her 
virtues, during life, aud died, as she had lived, believing in 
the universal love of God, and saivation of men. 





In Providence, on Saturday evening 15th inst. Samorn, 
James. Esa. in the 71st yearof hisage. te had been for 
a great length of time, much afflicted in his breast ; and on 
the evening of his decease he had exerted himself much, in 
packing up his most valuable furniture Gt being during a 
fire) after which he sat down in ac hair and Ina few mo- 
mentsexpired. ‘The widow mourns the loss of a kind hus- 
band and the children,a tender parent, Tle was a con- 
stant attendant (when able) on public worship at the Uni- 
versalist Chapel in that place, to the erection of which, and 
toastated ministry, he wes much devoted, and liberal. 
‘The writer of this is confident, that the following senti- 
ments ofthe poet speak the feelings of the widow in an 
especial manner, and he trusts of all others interested. 

“ We would submit te all Ay will, 
For thou art good and wise: 
Let every anxious thought be still. 
Ner one faint murmur rise.” 











POETRY. 


RELIGION. 
By Montzomery. 


eee 


Through shades and solitude profound, 
The fainting traveller winds his Way ; 
Bewildering meteors clare around, 
And tempt his wandering feet astray 


Welcoine, thrice weicome, to his eye, 
The sudden Vtoon’s inspiring light, 
When forth she sailies through tie sky, 

The guardian angel of the Night. 


Thus mortats, blind and weak, below, 
Pursue the phantom bliss in vain ; 
The world’s a wilderness of «woe, 
And life a pilyromeve of pain 


Tul mdd RELIGION, trom a! ove, 
Descends, a sweet. engaging form, 

a > 

The messenger of heavenly love, 
The bow of promise in a sterm. 


Then ewilty passions wing their flight 
Sorrow, remorse, affliction, ease ; 
Religion’: yoke is soft and hight i 


And all her paths, are paths of peace 


Ambition, pride, revenge, depart ; 
And tolly flees her chastening rod ; 
She makes the huinble, contrite heart. 

The temple of the living God. 


Beyond the narrow vale of time, 
Where bright, eclestial ages roll : 

To scenes eternal, scenes eis, 
She points the way, and leads the soul 


At her approach, the grave appears 
The gate of paradise, restored : 

Iter voice the waiching cherub hears, 
And drops the double flaming sword 


Baptized with her unerring fire, 
May we the crown ot glory gain, 
Lise when the host of heaven expire 
And reign with God, forever reign 
—— D+ oe —- 
GRATITUDE 
Py Mrs. Steele. 
Lord! when my thoughts delighted rove 
Amidst the wonders of thy love, 
Sweet hope revives my drooping heart, 
And bids my fears and doubts de part. 
Be all my heart and all my ways 
Devoted to thy fervent praise ; 
Andlet my glad obedience prove 
Jlow much | owe, how much | love. 
PRET SBD EUS VERE sR REPO DEE I ST 
NOTICE. 
The Agents for the IvavinER who have not collected 





the sums due for the 2d Vol. will confer a favor by imme- 
And those 
subsertbers scattered mn the different towns where we have 


diately collecting and forwarding the same. 


ne agent, are respectfully requested to advance the amount 
due to this office. 

AED FE CIS ELL ET CY YE. Oe ae 
PRINTED BY J. T. Berner, SEui-MonrTHeiy, 
FOR THE PROPRIETORS. 

A FEW RODS SOUTH OF THE LITTLE BRIDGE, 

AT ONE DOLLAR PER ANNUM—PAYABLE IN ADVANCE 


